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Community spirit

Town wins second straight provincial ChooseWell Award
By Rob Vogt
Local Press Writer

The Town of Claresholm has received a provincial award
for its commitment to being a health community for the
second year in a row.
Denise Spencer, the town’s recreation manager, accepted
the ChooseWell Healthy Community Award for “Creating
supportive environments” at a ceremony on Oct. 25 at
Jasper.
“I was extremely pleased,” Spencer said. “I was excited to
hear we won for the same category.”
The award, offered by the Alberta Recreation and Parks
Association, celebrates the efforts and achievements of communities and wellness champions across Alberta in promoting healthy eating and active living and creating conditions
where the healthy choice is the easy choice, through recreation and parks.
Claresholm was recognized in the category of communities with populations of 1,000 to 4,999.
Spencer said the community was recognized for a number of projects undertaken by individuals, community
groups, and the Town of Claresholm.
She highlighted Claresholm’s first Winterfest in February,
which was the brainchild of local volunteer Karen
Linderman.
The day featured a straw pit; toboggan hill; artisans market; outdoor music and entertainment; a photo booth; outdoor milk jug curling; rides in a vintage snow bus; races and
games; outdoor ball hockey; a sno-pitch tournament; fire
pits; a scavenger hunt; a family movie; and it capped off
with fireworks.
“In the end it all came together,” Spencer said.
Linderman said the planning began 18 months before
Winterfest actually happened.
She had grown up around festivals such as that in
Saskatchewan, and was reminded again of them on a trip to
Europe.
“I thought we should do that here,” she said.
So Linderman contacted the town’s economic development officer and every service club she could.
She knew it was too much for one person to do, but a
community could do it.
“The beauty of it was the collaborative way it came together,” she said.
Each group took care of one activity and the result was a
successful day of events.
There were other initiatives that led to the ChooseWell
award as well.
Spencer also noted the application for Kraft Hockeyville,
which included a community rally at the arena; the new Kin

Trail; and the two new outdoor fitness parks.
Spencer focused on one specific aspect of the community.
“Our willingness of community members to work together on a common goal,” she said.
Willow Creek Composite High School hosted a highly
successful 2A Boys’ Alberta Schools Athletic Association
championship tournament.
The Claresholm and District Chamber of Commerce held
their annual Mexican Fiesta with Claresholm and District
Family and Community Support Services hosting the
Longest Day of Play in conjunction with it.
West Meadow Elementary School organized volunteers to
build their new adventure playground in September of
2017, and the new Lions playground was completed in June

of 2017.
The Saturday free sponsored swim was another initiative,
made possible by four community sponsors.
There was a wide range of activities such as the good food
box program; indoor and outdoor pickleball; the Pumpkin
Festival at West Meadow Elementary School; the Zombie
Walk; and much more.
“It’s amazing to see the growth within the community
supporting each other,” Spencer said.
“The support that is garnered – it’s impressive to be part
of.”

AWARD WINNING - Claresholm recently received
a ChooseWell Healthy Community Award for “Creating
supportive environments” for communities with population
between 1,000 and 4,999 people. It was the second year in
a row Claresholm has won this award. Denise Spencer, the
town’s recreation manager, above, submitted the application and accepted the award at a conference in Jasper.
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Farm Family award for 2019 year discussed
By Lawrence Gleason
Local Press Writer

The 2019 farm family of
the year for the Municipal
District of Willow Creek
will be chosen from
Division 6, the northernmost division of the M.D.,
much of it surrounding the
Town of Nanton.
A new rotation has been
put in place for nominations of Farm Family of the
Year in the Municipal
District of Willow Creek.
Each year the M.D.

chooses a farm family from
one part of the municipal
district, but Division 6, at
the top end of the M.D.,
has not had a farm family
of the year nominated for
the past 10 years and on
the present rotation would
not be up again until 2023.
A change in rotation
would correct for another
M.D. division as well.
“For Division 3 it will be
a decade and there are
some innovative farmers
there,” said Cynthia

Vizzutti, chief administrative officer of the M.D.,
during discussions.
Members of the
Agricultural Service Board
chose from a suggested list
of rotations for M.D. districts that would pick up
divisions that have been
missed, putting Division 6
next.
The Farm Family of the
year for 2018 were Jean
and Stan McNab, from
Division 1, whose family
has ranched in that area

Always a great place for
your Christmas party!

Book your date now. Space for large or intimate parties,
with a menu to meet any budget.

since long before Alberta
was a province.

WESTERN FINANCIAL GROUP

Give the gift of hope
this holiday season.
Drop off a new unwrapped
toy by December 1, 2018 to:

403-625-4101

5324 1 Street W. (Hwy 2 Northbound)
Mon. - Fri. 11am - 9pm
Sat. Noon - 9pm | Sun. Noon - 8pm

4802 - 2 Street West,
Claresholm, AB
403-625-4066

westernfinancialgroup.ca/Post-Gives/Toy-drive

